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 hether or not we are aware, angels have always walked 
among us. They watch us and guide us; they manipulate 

and torture us. Humans are difficult for the watchers to ward and 
only so easy for the fallen to destroy. It is in this plane that the 
battle moves beneath our seeing.

Not all are blind to the thin places. Some are given the eyes to 
see beyond the veil: they come as mystics, witches, occultists, 
children, half-breeds, and the curious. Even the religious are 
sometimes allowed Sight. So few have been given the freedom to 
move past the veil to the other sides. 

I was born to move between these planes; my home was never 
certain. You see, I am the Therion. My name is May and this is my 
story.

Thin Places follows the story of the Archangel Gabriel’s ward, 
May, a 13-year old female depiction of the classically-feared 
“Anti-Christ”. Fallen and loyal angels populate her journey, along 
with her human friends and family, as she decides to reject or ac-
cept the role of Therion, the Beast of Armageddon. Through the 
use of watercolor, poetic vernacular, and contrastingly, an epic 
quest, Thin Places seeks the thoughtful reader of works such as 
The Sandman, His Dark Materials, and The Earthsea Cycle.

As the story opens, we are introduced to Gabriel, the archan-
gel of Empyrium. He is given a message to deliver to Lillian, a 
modern-day descendent of Mary (mother of God). The message 
is total and sudden: she will now conceive and give birth to “The 
Therion”, the apocalyptically feared “Beast” from Revelation, who 
will bring about the End of Man. Upon hearing the news, Lil-
lian begins contractions and gives birth to a daughter, whom she 
names May, and subsequently dies. 

Full of compassion for this subversive, yet helpless, descendant of 
Mary, Gabriel saves the child and places her in the care of adopt-
ed human parents. On May’s 13th birthday, Gabriel reveals her 
true identity to her. He then offers her the opportunity to choose 
whether or not she will take on the role of Therion--because, as 
all beings do, she has a choice. Being the adopted child of an art-
ist and a molecular biologist, her logic dictates her decision-mak-
ing, and she asks to see the full scope of each realm: Empyrium 
and Inferno. 

May and Gabriel journey through the Shadow Place, which is 
the inbetween of all worlds. They eventually discover Empyrium, 
where May is met with mixed reactions: welcomed by some, but 
not all. May holds council with various angels and beings to ask 
questions and gain insight. She leaves Empyrium puzzled, but not 
displeased. Gabriel and May return to Earth, where Lucifer awaits 
to escort May into the opposite realm: Inferno. Gabriel is unable 
to follow them, as Angels who have not fallen are not permitted 
to enter. Lucifer and May descend into Inferno alone.
Lucifer shares with May the truth of her parentage: she is his 

daughter. He also imparts to her the reason that he rebelled 
against the Trinity, as well as the history of his long and rich 
friendship with Gabriel. He shares Gabriel’s betrayal of the cove-
nant that they shared, and his despair as he and his loyal followers 
fell. May values Lucifer’s transparency and is left to contemplate 
her decision. 

Upon returning to Earth, Lucifer challenges Gabriel with the 
truth that he shared with May. Gabriel has no response, and May 
therefore chooses to place her loyalty with her father. She de-
cides to accept the role of the Therion, child of Lucifer. Gabriel 
returns to Empyrium defeated. The angels of Empyrium rejoice 
as May’s choice signals the beginning of the end of times. Gabriel 
meets the Trinity in their cottage and shares his side of the story, 
his betrayal of Lucifer’s covenant, and his indecision in the mo-
ment of the fall. He confesses that he had been the one to give 
Lucifer the idea of rebelling in the first place, as he had always 
been the one to seek a greater understanding of why. 

The Wise One shares that he has always known these facts, 
and he still chose to allow Gabriel to stay. He knew Gabriel’s 
heart was always in question, but that it had never truly wavered 
from his original covenant with the Trinity. Theirs was first, and 
he always understood that, even as he promised his allegiance 
and friendship to Lucifer before the fall. The Wise One forgives 
Gabriel and reveals his intent for May, Empyrium, Inferno, and 
Earth. 

Michael prepares the armies of Empyrium to come to Earth, and 
the Watchers of Inferno lay in wait: Earth feels the shift. Lucifer 
must conduct a covenant with May to ensure her role as Therion 
and begins to do so when Gabriel arrives. Gabriel shares with May 
the truth he had not shared before, and May wavers in her deci-
sion. Lucifer tries to gain control by enacting the covenant seal, 
and Gabriel resists and pushes back the hordes of Inferno with 
the power from both his covenant with Lucifer and his covenant 
with the Trinity. 

The backfire sends Lucifer and his legions into the pit, but also 
destroys Gabriel in the process. May enacts a covenant seal with 
Gabriel as he lays dying; her power shifts into him and restores 
him to life. May chooses against taking on the role of Therion, 
and both Empyrium and Earth are free from the end for 1,000 
more years. She chooses to take on role of Priestess of the Seal, 
and in doing so, protects the line of Mary throughout these gen-
erations.
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They are not so different.

The stars shone 
brighter then.

The lights shine 
brighter now.

Yet, both were unready for the 
burden they would bear.



Thin Places by Erin Connally

“She’s too young.”

“You’ve said that once before. 
What did I tell you then?”

“Her tenacity is beyond her years.--”

“-- But this one, 
what will I find?”
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He didn’t answer me. 
He rarely does.

W r i T T E n  a n d  i l lu S T r AT E D  b y  E r i n  C o n n A l ly
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She is the 
last daughter 

of Mary.

But this child’s 
resilience is 

swinging by its 
last thread... 

The line ends as 
it began, with 

stoic resilience 
in her eyes. 

...the thread 
I have been 

asked to sever.

I won’t. 
I am sorry. Do not 

be afraid.
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Lillian, 
you have 

found favor 
with God. The 

child you conceive 
in your womb 
is the Therion, 

the Advent 
of the End.--

-- She will 
be great, and 
with her will 

come the end of 
evil and the 

beginning of the 
Final Kingdom.

She’s coming.
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PAGE ONE (five panels)

Panel 1 and 5. Full page establishing shot of present day Palm Beach at the top of the page and Israel of antiquity at the bottom of 
the page. Panel 1 is the top of the page.

GABRIEL CAP: They are not so different.

Panel 2. Gabriel face a low lit town with stars shining above it.

GABRIEL CAP: The stars shone brighter then.

Panel 3. Gabriel transitions from Panel 2 to Panel 4. We see the bottom of his cloak and his feet walking.

Panel 4. Modern day scene of downtown West Palm Beach. Gabriel is walking with his back to us down a well lit, evening sidewalk.

GABRIEL CAP: The lights shine brighter now.

Panel 5. The bottom of the page, which is Israel in antiquity.

GABRIEL CAP: Yet, both were unready for the burden they might bear.

PAGE TWO (two panels)

Panel 1.  Borderless diagonal panel depicting downtown Palm Beach. It conveys old money. It is drawn flat and Gabriel walks in profile 
to us. 

GABRIEL MEMORY CAP: “She’s too young.”

Panel 2. Borderless diagonal panel depicting the interior garden terrace with stairs leading up to the top of the panel. Gabriel takes 
down his hood as he walks up the stairs. The balloons begin at the bottom and end near Gabriel at the top of the stairs.

THE ELDER MEMORY CAP: “You’ve said that once before. What did I tell you then?”

GABRIEL MEMORY CAP: “Her tenacity is beyond her years.--”

GABRIEL MEMORY CAP: “--But this one, what will I find?”

PAGE THREE (splash page)

Splash Page. We see Gabriel’s head and shoulders as he looks on through an archway to a decadent living room with high wooden, 
vaulted ceilings. The walls are hung with Caravaggio paintings, and the floor has a persian rug. The furniture is sparse but well chosen. 
The lighting is only from three candles on a side table. A young pregnant girl is sleeping on a velvet couch.

GABRIEL CAP: He didn’t answer me. He rarely does.
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PAGE FOUR (four panels)

Panel 1. The girl (Lillian) sleeps on the couch with a blanket over her. 

Panel 2. Same scene, but zoomed into Lillian’s upper body. Her eyes are now open.

Panel 3. This panel lies under all the other borderless floating panels. It is a monochromatic image of Mary (Mother of God), looking 
out with bright eyes. First caption is to the left of her head and second caption is to the right. 

GABRIEL CAP: She is the last daughter of Mary.

GABRIEL CAP: The line ends as it began, with stoic resilience in her eyes. 

GABRIEL CAP: But this child’s resilience is swinging by its last thread...

GABRIEL CAP: ...the thread I have been asked to sever.

GABRIEL CAP: I won’t. I am sorry.

Panel 4. Gabriel kneels before Lillian, who is now sitting up. She and he look at each other in profile. 

GABRIEL: Do not be afraid.

PAGE FIVE (four panels)

Panel 1. Gabriel no longer wears his cloak, and he stands facing us with his wings (sparrowhawk wings) behind him. His hands are in a 
conciliatory gesture, offering Lillian kind words, rather than the truth of why he came. First half of speech is on the left, and second is 
on the right.

GABRIEL: Lillian, you have found favor with God. The child you conceive in your womb is the Therion, the Advent of the End.--

GABRIEL: --She will be great, and with her will come the end of evil and the beginning of the Final Kingdom.

Panel 2. Image of face and neck of Lillian as she looks up (at Gabriel/us) in wonder, mouth slightly ajar and eyes wide.

Panel 3. Same portion of Lillian as last panel, but in this panel she is making a face of immense pain, mouth open wide and eyes tightly 
shut.

Panel 4. Mimicking Panel 2, but her eyebrows are furrowed with pain and worry, and her mouth is in a small grimace.

LILLIAN: She’s coming.


